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above: White woaden gates open to the courtyard garden entrance to Fearringion
Hause, & 33-room hary hotel, left: Belbed Galloway catile graze in the pastures af
Fearringlon Villape. abawve, left: Fresh-cut gladioli brighten a stall at the market,

furnished in English antiques, and

An Elegant Country Hotel

Summer is sweet at this wonderful resort near
Morth Carolina's Triangle.

Frnn‘i ngton Village gets top marks
on our list of favorite getaways
The hotel wraps around a Tabulous
restouront tucked into a historic
house. Beautiful gardens
paint dollops of color
along the edges of emer-
ald green pastures,

The entire property
has a dressy, country-
gentleman air about it
Even the distinctive Belbed
Galloway cows look as if
they re sporting tuxedos as they g,
That ought to clue you n to the fact
that stays at the inn are pricey. But if
you can afford a weekend splurge, this
could be just what vou're looking for,

Fearrington Village blends romantic
lodging, delectable dining, great shop-
ping, a planned residential community,
and gloripus gardens in a rare combi-
nation that you'd be hard-pressed to
find nmywhere clse.

From LL5. 15501, the main high-
wiry Ut of the tri-citics, you'd swear
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that the community looks hke a gen-
tleman farmer’s spread. In fact, the wil-
lage was built on the site of an
18th-century dairy farm. Today,
yvou might caich K. B,
Fitch, the proprietor,
digging in o a plate of
sausage, cpgs, s,
and gravy for break-
Fst af the pestaurant,
R. B, is just 3 regular
guy with a gifi for know-
ing what people like, “My
wifi and [ wanted this 1o be a world-
¢lozs place for people to visit thal was
convenient 1o the Piedmont area,”
H. B siys.
To say the village'hoiel concepi
works may be o bit understated,
“Wow"™ suits the ploce a linke beser

Spend the Night In Luxury

Starting ai 5220, the rooms are a
splurge, but éven il you can afford
only one might, wetd sugpest staying in
this marvelous inn., Each room comes

fresh-cul flowers enhance the Juxuri-
ous feel. Guests are welcome to walk
or ride bicyelas o the Swim and Cro-
quiet Club or explore the trails that curl
through the 1,100-acre residential de-
velopment. [f you'd rather zave on
lodging, stay at the Hampton Inn in
Chapel Hill (£79-389); (219) 968-
3000, Then make your way fo Fear-
rington for a day full of activities, {See
our box on a Fearrington day trp on
page 34.)

Ready, Set, Shop
The area you'll enjoy the most 15 the
main village center, where shops,
cafes, and boutiques cluster around a
central areca accented by gardens.
Everything lics within casy walking
distance, 50 you can bwy unti] your
bags get heavy and just drop them
back in the car

Start out at The Market Café, a gifi
shop/country storefcafe in the farm’s
renovated granary. You'll find all sorts
of Fearrington stufl here, including
replicas of those cute cows (59).
They've tucked an ice-cream parlor
into the comer, as well as Galloway's
Deli {great sandwiches for around 553,
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Bouk MNow for s Free Cahin Upprade

Visit spathembivingracations.com

Tour a
Southermn 1 ving

IDEA HOUSE

Lheck out & praview at
southerntivinghouseplans.com

Salado

Brookfield

Faar all event deralls, wvisi
southemlivingevenms.com

and a cafe vpstairs for more sit-
down Tare such a= pasta and salads
{enirées range 58.95 o 514.95),
Both offer lunch on weekdayvs and
brunch on weekends.

After lunch and some e cream,
wander over o Melntyre's Fine
Books & Bookends, a terrific shop
with all sorts of books and nooks 1o
call your own. Across the way =itz
Dovecote: A Home & Garden Bhop,
with home furnishings and acces-
sonies, including garden tools, Yietn
dinnerware, and other items. Wan-
der upstamrs to A Stone’s Throw, a
gillery selling jewelry and mifts.

Mext door is our favorite place,
The Potting Shed, which carries a
large assoriment of plants propagat-
ed from Fearmngton Gardens. You'll
also find practical and whimsical
garden items and tools, stauary, and
pther neat stuff, You may want 1o
sign up at the shed for a free tour of
the gardens; ask for times,

Even if you don’t get a guided
tour, you'll want 1o admire the as-
tonishing tapesiry of perenninl gar-
dens, which opens into the | 7-acre
open space of Camiden Park. You're
sure 1o come awiy with some greal
ik {and plands ) for your own yard.

Fine Dining at Fearringlon

For a fabulous dinner you won'|
soon forget, make reservations al
the restaurant. (Note: Juckets are
recommended for gentlemen. ) We
loved the prix fixe menu (the restau-
rant offers two menos for 545 or
575). The offerings change, but
when we visited they included
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above: Supearh diming in a romante setting
awaits at the restaurant, latt The nursery
salls more than 200 specias of plants
propagatad af Faarrngton.

pecan-crusted catfish, seared foie
gras, and black-eyed pea cake, The
restaurant does not servie d la came
iterns, but vou have lots of choices.
The vanilla bean créme brilée was
worth fighting for the last serape. To
finizh your perfect memory of Fear-
rington, don't forget one of those
stuffied Belied Galloway cows, 1t fits
inte the car 20 much casier than a
real one. MARK G. STITH

Fearrington Village: 2000 Fearmng-
ton Village, Pittsboro, MC 27312;
[919) 542-2121 or www.fearring
ton.com. Directions: Feurmngton is
located 8 miles south of Chapel Hill
on LLS. 15/501. *

FEARRINGTON
FOR A DAY

Wou don'l have o be a guest al
the inn o enjoy this place, The
public: 8 weloome bo visal all thi
shops and restaurants. Keep n
mind, thaugh, that loddlars
might gl bored—~his isn the
200 Or an amusament park,

Hara's a budgat-iriendly kdaa
wi sugiest. Armive madmarning
and sign up al the nursary far
tha free garden tour Biar that
day. Shop at the markat (mayba
pick up somelhing special for
dinnar), then have lunch over ai
the cafe. Browse the bookstone
unitil [t's time for the garden tour.
Than walk the gardens, where
you'll be inspired fo buy a plan
at the nursery.



